PROPERTY TREND GOING UNDERGROUND

Dusheik:

f you're looking to add more day-to-day living space rather

than a bedroom, then extending underneath the house or

garden can add chill-out zones, an extra living room, a kitchen/
diner or even a home cinema. Basements may not be the
easiast renovation to undertake, but they offer a whole range
of benefits. Here are six key points to bear in mind if you
decide to extend your home underground...

115 THE EXTRA SPACE

WORTH THE COST?

Caosl, construclion lime and fnished resull all depand on how much
excavation work is needad. If a house already has a basament, than
it may just be a case of lowerng the floor to allow for sufficiert hesd
Frzigghil, Wihiere houses don't bave an exdisting basement, spece can
be dug out below the building, but it's a huge job s the amount of

When there's no
space to extend
outwards, digging
downwards might
be a great option

wirk and disniption shouldn't be undar-astimatad. *Craating & new
basement beneath an existing property iz hignly specialist waork, cfien
requring teEmporssy support for the structures above 35 wall as gooo
access 0 dig and remove the soil safel,” explains Emy Bonner,
struciural enginear from London-based crganisaticn, the Basomant
Infomnation Centre, 'The size of basement and property are critical
factors, as are the ground conditions under e progedy, 115 clearly
much maora chalenging to rermove rock than earth, for example.'

2 DO YOU NEED A RETURN

ON YOUR INVESTMENT?

Looking to the future, 1 also worth daciding if you're going to get
a retum on your investment when you sell e property. Architect
Meil Dusheiko, whose renovated basement is pictured above, says;
‘The cost of excavating a basamant is huge and it can ba very &
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expensive to get insurance for the work,” he savs, "Your project
wiould need to ba rinimum of 40 squars metres 1o gat any kind

of decant return on vour investiment. S0 work out whether vou'ne
gaing to ke in that house long encugh to reccup the money spent,
andd how valuable the space s 1o vour lilestyle,'

3 HOW WILL YOU USE THE SPACE?
"The penmeter walls will b2 doing mest of the work, s you can
creale @ lovely open-plan space, similar 1o loll,' says Nedl
Dusheiko. ™ou get very litle noise in a basemant, which means
they're calm and peaceful spaces, and § there are no restrctions
ir terms of height, they can heve quite hioh ceilirgs,”

Deciding aarly on how you're going 1o use that space, and
wihcthor you're going to scparate it into rooms or loave it open plan,
is essential, says Emily from the Basement Information Centre,
Those plans afect the Building Regulations that apaly, as well as the
waterproofing syatam and crucially, and often ovarlookad, the typa
of ventilation required. Its better to install a system with the highest
performance you're likely to need, rather than vograde later; tar
instancs, if you change it from a store roeom 1o a bedroom.”

Making sure bazernents are wateright is 2 key consideration,
and as eEmily says, good ventilation is particularky important if vou're
inclucing a hegh-humickty ares, such as a shower or Bathroom,

4 WHAT PERMISSIONS ARE NEEDED?
Building Begulations approval will ahways be needed and planning
parmission may also be required. You're very likely to nead 1o

issLe a Party Wall Motics to your neighbours, and it's key that the
requirements for fire safety and other important issues are considersd
as parl of the early designs, Gel all the permissions early, as Lthal
way, says Frily, wou'll know if thare ane any limitations sst by your
local authority that will impact on design.’

S AND WHAT IF YOU DID WANT TO
HAVE YOUR OWN HOME CINEMA?

Then you wouldn't be alone! Home ciremas are one of the biggest
interiors trends rght now, But it's important 1o bear in mind that
installing electics in a basement isn't a straightforwand job and has to
invake & gualified electrician = which vour builder should organise.

& AN ALTERNATIVE OPTION

If diaging benaath your home isn't feasible, consider the garden.
‘Excavating under a garden is a possibility,” savs Emiky "It can

e an excelent way of providing more space for your horme wiile
still having a usable garden or terrace above. It's likaly fo be far
less cxpensive to build & baserment under a ganden than bekw
an existing property but vou'll need to establish whether yvou nesd
planning permission. And one of the first things to think about

i5 howe you're going to access it easily, or safely ascapea from it in
the event of fire, as vour cotions might be limited by the existing
arrangemeant of the properhy.’ (==

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Far inspiration
See the bazement extension in Meils own bouse and
alhers al Neil Dusheiko Architects reicisheko corr

For expert infomation
The Basement Information Centre Hasomonts, oo, oy

For advice on electrics
Mational Inspaction Council for Electrical Installation
Contracting (MICEIC) niceic.com
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